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Q1. Do you think the personal behavior of prospective students should be an important part of the admissions decision, or should admissions decisions be primarily based on 
academic performance?

Gender

Total Female Male Non Binary

Personal behavior should be an… 66% 69% 62% 75%

Primarily based on academic… 33% 30% 38% 24%

Refused 1% 1% 1% 1%

Total 100% 100% 101% 100%

(Unweighted N) (3578) (1561) (1852) (165)

Race

Total White Asian Black Or Africa… Hispanic Latino American Indian Two Or More… Other

Personal behavior should be an… 66% 63% 71% 73% 67% 71% 64% 73%

Primarily based on academic… 33% 37% 27% 25% 32% 29% 36% 27%

Refused 1% 0% 2% 3% 1% 0% 1% 0%

Total 100% 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 101% 100%

(Unweighted N) (3578) (2451) (388) (194) (288) (26) (183) (45)
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Q2. At what age should prospective students be fully accountable for what they say and do? Would you say students should be held accountable only if they are...

Gender

Total Female Male Non Binary

Over the age of 13 16% 17% 15% 14%

Over the age of 14 8% 8% 9% 6%

Over the age of 15 16% 19% 13% 15%

Over the age of 16 31% 30% 31% 37%

Over the age of 17 7% 8% 7% 7%

Over the age of 18 20% 16% 24% 18%

Refused 1% 1% 1% 2%

Total 99% 99% 100% 99%

(Unweighted N) (3578) (1561) (1852) (165)

Race

Total White Asian Black Or Africa… Hispanic Latino American Indian Two Or More… Other

Over the age of 13 16% 15% 17% 20% 17% 10% 16% 29%

Over the age of 14 8% 8% 9% 10% 9% 14% 8% 2%

Over the age of 15 16% 15% 15% 20% 16% 29% 15% 22%

Over the age of 16 31% 33% 32% 27% 26% 22% 34% 20%

Over the age of 17 7% 7% 3% 8% 8% 3% 7% 4%

Over the age of 18 20% 21% 21% 13% 22% 22% 19% 23%

Refused 1% 0% 2% 2% 1% 0% 1% 0%

Total 99% 99% 99% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100%

(Unweighted N) (3578) (2451) (388) (194) (288) (26) (183) (45)

3



Admissions Decisions poll
May 2019 - 3613 US college students

Q3. What type of comments, if any, are worthy of rescinding admission over? [Select all that apply]

Gender

Total Female Male Non Binary

Homophobic 59% 68% 44% 87%

Sexist 62% 71% 50% 88%

Racist 71% 79% 59% 89%

Transphobic 54% 65% 40% 85%

None of these 24% 16% 34% 7%

Refused 5% 4% 6% 2%

(Unweighted N) (3578) (1561) (1852) (165)

Race

Total White Asian Black Or Africa… Hispanic Latino American Indian Two Or More… Other

Homophobic 59% 55% 57% 68% 61% 54% 64% 53%

Sexist 62% 58% 62% 73% 66% 64% 67% 55%

Racist 71% 66% 72% 83% 75% 74% 74% 66%

Transphobic 54% 52% 52% 62% 58% 51% 59% 48%

None of these 24% 29% 18% 11% 18% 19% 23% 36%

Refused 5% 5% 7% 5% 4% 5% 3% 0%

(Unweighted N) (3578) (2451) (388) (194) (288) (26) (183) (45)
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Q4. Do you think it is possible to make a racist or sexist joke without being racist or sexist?

Gender

Total Female Male Non Binary

Yes, it's possible 75% 66% 88% 54%

No, it’s not possible 24% 33% 12% 44%

Refused 1% 1% 1% 2%

Total 100% 100% 101% 100%

(Unweighted N) (3578) (1561) (1852) (165)

Race

Total White Asian Black Or Africa… Hispanic Latino American Indian Two Or More… Other

Yes, it's possible 75% 78% 73% 67% 74% 70% 75% 81%

No, it’s not possible 24% 21% 24% 31% 25% 30% 24% 19%

Refused 1% 1% 3% 2% 0% 0% 1% 0%

Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 99% 100% 100% 100%

(Unweighted N) (3578) (2451) (388) (194) (288) (26) (183) (45)
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Q5. Do you think students who have made highly offensive statements in the past should be allowed to show that they’ve changed before a university rescinds their admission?

Gender

Total Female Male Non Binary

Yes, they should 89% 88% 91% 91%

No, they should not 10% 11% 8% 9%

Refused 1% 1% 1% 1%

Total 100% 100% 100% 101%

(Unweighted N) (3578) (1561) (1852) (165)

Race

Total White Asian Black Or Africa… Hispanic Latino American Indian Two Or More… Other

Yes, they should 89% 92% 85% 83% 89% 78% 87% 97%

No, they should not 10% 8% 13% 15% 10% 22% 13% 3%

Refused 1% 0% 3% 2% 1% 0% 1% 0%

Total 100% 100% 101% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100%

(Unweighted N) (3578) (2451) (388) (194) (288) (26) (183) (45)
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About College Pulse

College Pulse is an online survey and analytics company dedicated to understanding the attitudes, preferences, and behaviors of today’s college students. College 
Pulse  offers custom data-driven marketing and research solutions, utilizing its unique Undergraduate Student Panel that includes 240,000 undergraduate college 
student respondents from more than 800 four-year colleges and universities in all 50 states.

For more information, visit https://collegepulse.com
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